
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, D. C. 20554 

MAR 2 7 2003 
OFFICE OF 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 

William Roberts 
General Manager 
Fifth Estate Broadcasting, LLC 
WHAN Radio 
Post Office Box 148 
Ashland, VA 23005 

Re: WHANRadio 
Request for Waiver of FY 2002 Regulatory Fee 
Fee Control No. OOOOORROG-03-068 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

This is in response to your letter dated-stamped received September 19,2002, filed on 
behalf of Station WHAN-Ah4 for a waiver or reduction of the $725.00 fiscal year (FY) 
2002 regulatory fee on the basis of financial hardship. 

In establishing a regulatory fee program, the Commission recognized that in certain 
instances payment of a regulatory fee may impose an undue financial hardship upon a 
licensee. The Commission therefore decided to grant waivers or reductions of its 
regulatory fees in those instances where a "petitioner presents a compelling case of 
financial hardship." See Implementation of Section 9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC 
Rcd 5333,5346 (1994), recon. granted, 10 FCC Rcd 12759 (1995). In reviewing a 
showing of financial hardship, the Commission relies upon a licensee's cash flow, as 
opposed to the entity's profits, and considers whether the station lacks sUmcient funds to 
pay the regulatory fee and maintain service to the public. Thus, even if a station loses 
money, any funds paid to principals, deductions for depreciation or similar items are 
considered funds available to pay the fees. 

You have submitted a copy of Station WHAN-AM's 2001 Internal Revenue Service 
Form 1065 ("US. Return of Partnership Income). These papers indicate that Station 
WHAN-AM suffered a financial loss in 2001 without regard to any deduction for 
amortization and depreciation. We therefore grant your request for a waiver of the 
$725.00 FY 2002 regulatory fee. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the Revenue & 
Receivables Operations Group at (202) 418-1995. 

Chief Financial Officer 



, . .  . 

Dear Sir or Madam; 

This letter is to request that w ” ’ s  annual regulatory fee be reduced or waived. I am 
enclosing statements to show that w”’~ total sales in 2000 was just $40,794. I therefore 
request a ‘hardship status’ be accorded to WHAN. We will be agreeable to a reduced fee since 
we wodd like to abide by the rules and regulations of the FCC aud contribute ow tZr share. 
Hopefully, in the future, w” will be Snancially able to fuuy participate. Thank you for 
your assistance in this matter. 

WilliamRoberts 
General Manager 
Fifth Estate Broadcasting, LLC 
WHAN-AM Radio 

W A N  Radio 
P.O. Box 148 
Ashland. VA 23005 

804.798.1 01 0 
804.798.7933 fax 

RECEIVED JAN 0 6 2003 
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